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Interoperability
The ability of different systems, devices, or software to 

interact and exchange data seamlessly.



Why Interoperability Matters
Customers operate in mixed, multi-vendor environments

Reduce 
Risk

Save 
Cost & Time

Build 
Trust



Long-standing 
commitment

Real-world 
compatibility

For every 
partner/customer

Ensure developers have access to the interoperability information, tools and 
resources needed to successfully develop for Microsoft’s products and platforms

Microsoft’s Interoperability Program



What Developers Get

Docs + Validation + Interaction = Better Products!



Windows Microsoft 365 

Windows & M365 Interoperability
Windows Protocols
Office Protocols

Additional Technologies:
SQL Protocols
SharePoint Protocols
Exchange Protocols
Office File Formats
M365 and Teams Interoperability

Open Specifications:
https://aka.ms/openspecs

Interop Events Updates: 
https://aka.ms/interopevents

Interoperability Program Scope



100,000+ 
Pages of technical 

content

3.5 Million
Lines of code provided 

to ISVs 

Monthly
Updates

Interoperability Documentation
Human led, agentic workflow

https://aka.ms/openspecs



https://learn.microsoft.com/en-us/openspecs/windows_protocols/ms-winprotlp

What’s New and Changed

Revised docs
Service Releases
Security updates



Client Implementation 
Application connecting to a Microsoft Server

Server Implementation 
Client connecting to a Microsoft Server

Man-in-the-Middle
Application manipulating traffic over the wire 

Developers Tools and Resources
Just keep testing!



▪ Ambiguity Review
▪ Simulation of the implementation Process 
▪ Ambiguity Review
▪ Simulation of the implementation Process 

1 Open Specification Review1 Open Specification Review

▪ Normative language 
▪ Requirement Extraction
▪ Normative language 
▪ Requirement Extraction

2 Requirement Analysis 2 Requirement Analysis 

▪ Requirements become Test Cases 
▪ Groups of Test Cases become Scenarios 
▪ Requirements become Test Cases 
▪ Groups of Test Cases become Scenarios 

3 Test Suite Development 3 Test Suite Development 

…, this method MUST return a SOAP 
fault with the specified error code. 

Validation in Action





Test Updates &
Improvements

AI Generated Code
Automation
Independent Testing
Performance 
Diffs

And more…



Support Channels

Dochelp@
Microsoft.com

Email 24/7

Dedicated 
Support 

Team

Free & Fast

Github
Repos

Collaborate

Aka.ms/
dochelp

Forums



Test & collaborate - Build a communityLearning and interaction opportunities

Interop Events
Collaboration and Feedback https://aka.ms/interopevents

“The biggest value of the IO Lab is having everyone in the same room”



Access documentation, tools and resources 
Discover upcoming and past interoperability events 
Engage support and feedback channels 

Interop Events Site
aka.ms/interopevents



We are 
here for 
you

Start here

1 Docs

2 Test

3 Collaborate

Just Keep Testing!



We want to hear from you!
interopdevevents@microsoft.com

See you in our future events:
DevDays ASIA, Taipei, Sept 22-24, 2026
SNIA SDC SMB3 IO Lab, CA, Sept 28 – Oct 1st, 2026

Thank you!



Support: dochelp@microsoft.com

Forums: aka.ms/dochelp

Documents: https://learn.microsoft.com/en-us/openspecs

Events: aka.ms/interopevents

GitHub Repos & Testsuites

https://github.com/OfficeDev/Interop-TestSuites

https://github.com/microsoft/WindowsProtocolTestSuites

Online Resources
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